
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Organization of Chinese Americans Greater Cleveland 
 
  
Your Project Title: Cleveland Asian Festival Live Performances 

Your Project Summary: The Cleveland Asian Festival is a yearly cultural festival that provides live Asian 

themed performances the weekend before Memorial Day weekend. We attract a headlining Asian nationally 

known performer or hold a popular Asian themed performing contest each year. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The festival strongly demonstrates a collaborative atmosphere to benefit the Asian population 

of Cleveland. With input from numerous associations and city offices, the festival has sought representation 

from a number of key stakeholders. Together with their ability to scale the festival from 10,000 to 40,000, 

the application shows a strong organizational capacity and artistic vibrancy. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The Organization of Chinese Americans Greater Cleveland put together a data-rich application 

to support the “Cleveland Asian Festival Live Performances.” The project as described in the application 

meets all the funding criteria. By listing the key partners, they make the case that the community is 

comprised of the many Asian residents of Cleveland (Philippines, India, Japan, etc.). 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project proposal does show evidence that the project will meet funding criteria. I am 

really impressed at the attendance growth over the past 8 years. Well done! I also appreciate the survey 

results supplied in the support materials. Clearly, the people of Cleveland are enriched by attending this 

annual event. They are not only engaging in Asian culture but they are also customers at the local 

businesses in the community. One thing that should be clarified regarding financials. In the Organizational 

Overview section, the annual budget for the organization was listed as $5,500 but this project alone has a 

$17,000 budget. When listing financial figures in future applications, make sure you double check your 

totals for accuracy. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This is one of the only cultural species festivals I have reviewed and I appreciate that it has 

many partners and showcases many types of art from tradional to modern. This meets the public benefit 

requirement for the program and serves a community that I haven't seen being served with other 

programming yet in this pool. 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: There is an overwhelming commitment to engage the local community. With a long list of 

partnerships, 11 depicted within the grant applications. There is a reach of 45,000 attendees to the festival. 

Clearly the community and public see the value in attending and participating in the event, and whether it's 

through marketing or word of mouth the Organization of Chinese Americans have dedicated themselves to 

spreading the word and inviting all to attend. A dedication to the art via chairs and volunteers have 

contributed to the success of the festival. Based on the overwhelming excellence in planning and in 

community engagement, the applicant does meet the funding requirements. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

